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| PRO v. xxix. 2. the former part. 


When the Rizhteous are in Authority, the People 
rejoyee. ery oo, 


S 1 
The whole Verſe runs thu:: 
= Cab Pe Fa 


When the Righteeus are in Aut boriry, 
joyce; but when the Wicked beareth Raule, the 
People mourn. 


7 1 HAT there is a neceſſity of Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment, and conſequently of Magiſtrates to preſide 

over and govern the reſt of Mankind, is, I think, 

the Voice of Nature it ſelf, is a Truth grounded upon no lefs 
Evidence than the Conſpiring Teſtimony of the whole rati- 
onal Creation, except ſome wild Enthuſiaſts of this and the laſt 
Age, who prend to maintain a contrary Notion, but yet have 


too effe tualiy conſuted their own Opinion by their enormous 


and deteſted Practices, and given the World a very unhappy 
and ſenſible Demonſtration of all the diſmal Conſequences of 
Annarchy and Confuſion, by turning themſelves as twere in- 


to Beaſts of Prey, and ſpreading Diſorder, Bloodſhed and 


Deſtruction thro? the whole Compaſs of their Power. 


And this indeed 1s the natural Offspring of ſuch licentious 
Notions, the unavoidable Conſequence of Men's imagining 


Government to be an unreaſonable Burden and {laviſh Impo- 
fiton, and that all Mankind are inveſted with equal Autho- 


rity over one another. Such levelling Doctrines, I ſay, as \ 


theſe cannot poſſibly have any other effect, than to turn this 
beautiful World into a Wilderneſs or an Akeldama; for ſince 
they do maniſeſtly proceed from Envying and Strife, they 
mult, St. Zames Fo 16. as St. James ſays, neceſſarily pro- 
duce Confuſtion and evil Work, Ang were we to form a Judg- 

2 7 n ment 


3 


steckst er aa | 


, 
the People re- 


4 


* | 1 | 
ment of Mankind, from the hideous Ideas theſe Monſters fur: 


niſh us withal, we ſhould give too much Countenance to that 


abſurd and ill-natur'd Opinion of theMalmsbury Philoſopher, 
That all Men are naturally Enemies to one another, and born 
to vex and prey upon thoſe of their own kind. 

I ſhall not here enquire into the Original and Source of 
Government, nor conſider choſe various Schemes of Polity, 
which have been, of late eſpecially, introduc'd, and very ear- 
neſtly propogated among us. But this, I believe I may ven- 
ture to affirm, That it did not primarily owe its being to a 
Senſe and Feeling of thoſe Evils that are unavoidable with- 
out it, (for this would be to ſuppoſe a time when there was 
no ſuch thing as Government in the World, contrary to the 
whole Current of Scripture Hiſtory) but to the wiſe and 
gracious Appointment of Almighty God, in great Compaſſi- 
on to his Creatures, and with ſome fort of Conformity, tho? 
in due Subordination to his own Sovereignty, 5 

It is ſufficient for us to conſider, and ought to be matter of 
great Joy and Thankfulneſs roo, That we of this Nation do 
mt only enjoy the Benefit of Governmentin general, are not 
only ſecur'd from thoſe barbarous Inſults, and wild Devaſtati- 
ons, that would otherwiſe over-ſpread the Face of our Land: 
But that it is likewiſe our peculiar Felicity to be bleſt with ſuch 
an excellent (and therefore ever to be yalu'd) Conſtitution, 
as perhaps is liable to the feweſt Defects of any Earthly Ad- 
miniſtration ; as does in its own Nature moſt effectually ſe- 
cure and promote the great ends of Government, the Digni- 
ty, Reverence, and Safety of the Prince, together with the 
juſt Rights and Properties of the People. 

And tho? tis poſſible for the beſt contriv'd Inſtitution to be 
rted and abus d, and the wiſeſt Laws are not always a 
ſufficient Safeguard againſt Violence and Oppreſſion; yet, 
God be thank d, we have no occaſion for theſe melancholy 
Reflections in our preſeat Circumſtances, we are at too great 
Diſtance from any juſt Apprehenſions of this Nature, to ren- 
der our ſelves and others uneaſie with moutning and lament- 
OE our Condition, as if the Wicked bore Rule, and we felt the 


Effects of Injuſtice, Tyranny, and Oppreſſion; and there- 
N 125 4 2 


fore 


fore we iy reaſonably confine our thoughts to the Hence 


part of the Verſe, which I have taken for the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe, and veritie the Saying the Wife Man, by rejoycing 


wu the Righteous are in Authority. 


It is not agrecable to the Occaſion of this Solemnity, and 
therefore 1 ſhall not at preſent entertain you with a Panegy- 


rick upon our excellent Sovereign, the benefit of whoſe Go- 
vernment we are all, I hope, duly ſenſible of: much leſs do 
I think it my Duty to defire the Meaſure and Limits of our 
Obedience to Her, and ſhew you how far it ought to be ex- 


: } tended, and no farther. 


The Words of my Text do as naturally refer, and hold 


equally true with reſpect, to ſubordinate Magiſtrates, to thoſe 


who act in a natrower Sphere of Authotity ; and therefore in 


my following Diſcourſe, I ſhall confine my ſelf chiefly 


to the 


conſideration of theſe, by ſhewing what great Reaſon the 


People have to reſoyce. when good and righteous Magiſtrates 


are ſet in Authority over them. 


It is indeed hardly worth mentioning (and yet I ſhall not 
- wholly paſs it over) that what our Tranſlation renders, being in 


Authority, does in the Original, ſignifie Increafing or Multi- 


plying; as may be ſeen in the Margin of the Bible, hen the 
Riphteous are encredſed, the People rejoyce : However, conſi- 
dering the Antitheſis between the parts of the Verfe is more 
juſt in ous Tranſlation, and that countenanc'd by the Opini- 
on of moſt Expoſitors, 1 ſhall take the Words as they lie be- 


fore us, and endeavour to ſhew, _ 


Fir, What it is that entitles a Man to the Character of a 


; » righteous Magiſtrate. 


Secondly, What great Reaſon the People have to rejoyce 


" for the manifold Benefits of ſuch a Magiſtrate's Admin 
on. And 


rati- 
v 


Thirdly, What Behaviour may reaſonably be expected 
from them towards a Perfon of this Character. I begin with 


the £ 


Firf, viz. What ir is that denominates a Magiſtrate righ- 


teous, and this, not ſo mach by way of Direction, as to 
us to a due Senſe and Acknowledgment of the Happin 


excite 
eſs we 


Iren. 


\ 


if 
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already enjoy, and to raiſe in us that thankfulneſs of Mind, 


which becomes us upon fo joyful an Occaſion. r 

He then that would engage the eſteem and reſpect of the 
People over whom he is plac'd, and obtain the deſirable cha- 
racter of a Righteous Magiſtrate, muſt in all his Deſizns and 
Actions, purſue the Welfare and Proſperity of that Commu- 
nity to Which he belongs, and ſer himſelt free from all ſelfiſh 
Deſigns and narrow Views, that are inconſiſtent with, or pro- 


Judicial to the common Good: He muſt in all things ſhow an 


open frankneſs of Mind, a diſintereſted Freedom and Publick 


Spirit, and that he manages every part of his Adminiſtration 


for the Benefit of the whole. 
A Man of thiz Temper of Mind can never fall into baſe and 
ſiniſter Practices; he has a ſure Compaſs to direct his Acti- 
ons by, and will ever be ſteady and uniform in all his Pro- 
ceedings; will be ſure to diſtribute Juſtice impartially and 
teadily, and never be driven or drawn into mean Complian- 
ces, by the Frowns or Smiles of the Great and Powerful; 
never be diverted from his Duty, by the moſt preſſing Solici- 
tations of his neareſt Friends, or the artful Enticements of the 
and Deſigning ; nor violate his Conſcience, for the fake of 


any Intereſt, Opinion or Party whatſoeyer. 


- He will conſider that he judges not for Man but for the 
Lord, who is with him in the Judgment; that he acts in 
God's ſtead, and is accountable to him for the Righteouſneſs 
or Uarighteouſneſs of all his Doings; and this will always 
make him careful not to reſpect Perſons in Judgment, but to 
defend the Poor and Fatherleſs in a Righteous Cayſe, te do 
Juſtice to the Afflicted and Needy, and deliver him out of the 


hand oſ the Wicked. 


This was Righteous Job's Practice whenſhe was in Authori- 


ty, and the Reflection upon it adminiſter'd Comfort and ga- 


tistaction to his Mind, under the preſſute of his grievous Sut- 
ferings; Becauſe, ſays he, I deliver d the Poor that cried, and 
the Fatberleſi, and bim t bat had none to help him, the Bleſ- 
fing of him that was ready to periſh came upon me, and I cau- 
ſed the Widow's Heart to ſing for Foy. (Job XXIX, 12, 1 3.3 


Az : | In 


(6) 


In like manner did Samuel appeal to the People of 1/rae), 


when he had Anointed Saul to be their King, and thereupon 
ceaſed to be Judge of Iſrael; Behold, ſays be, here I am, wit- 
neſs againſt me before the Lord and before hu Anointed ; whoſe 
Ox bave I talen? whoſe Aſs bave I taken ?. or whom bave I 
defrauded ? or hom have I oppreſſed? or of whoſe band 
bave I taken a Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith? and I will 
reſtore it to you. (1 Sam. xii. 3.) | 

And whoever can juſtly make his Challenge, and ſincere- 
by ſay that he has thus faithfully diſcharg'd the Truſt repoſed 


in him, as he has himſelf ſufficient ground of Rejoycing, from 


the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience z ſo he may be ſure that 
the People will rejoyce for his being in Authority, and pay 
him all the Acknowledgments that are due for his Publick 
Services. 3 1 | 

- Eſpecially if to this be added (as indeed · they can hardly 
be ſeparuted) a condeſcending Deportment and Affable Be- 
haviour, an eaſfineſs of acceſs, and readineſs to comply with 
any reaſonable Requeſt. This ( tho' perhaps not ſo much 
thought of) is of no inconſiderable Importance in conſtitu- 
ting the Character of a good and uſeful Magiſtrate, For 


fince a good Name and the Opinion of others, is the princi- 


pal Engine of doing good; and ſince the Vulgar eſpecially, 
who look no farther than to the Appearances of things, do 
chiefly obſerve the Magiſtrates Behaviour towards them, and 
from thence uſually make a judgment of his Character; a 
prudent Magiſtrate” will always take care to recommend 
himſelf to their Eſteem by a decent Courteſie and Winning 

Behaviour: Not that he ſhould let himſelf down too low, and 
ſubmit to little mean ways of gaining the good Opinion of 
the People ( for this would be to proſtitute the Dignity of his 


Office, and render him vile and cheap; ) but yet be may, 


upon all occaſions ſhow himſelf eaſie to be approach'd and 

addreſſed to; not churliſh or imperious to thoſe that are un- 

der him, but deſirous to do all good Offices, ready to receive 

any juſt Complaints, and earneſt to redreſs whatever Grie- 
yances may be laid before him. 

A wiſe Magiſtrate will conſider that he is too continue = 

| or 
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for a time in his high Station, and then to return to his for- 
mer private Condition; which will naturally be of great 
force to reſtrain him from too lofty and aſſuming a Conduct 
on the one Hand, and any mean unbecoming Condeſcenſi- 
ons on the other, which might afterwards render him odious 


or contemptible, and powertully engage him to ſuch a De- 


cency of Carriage, as may recommend him to the regard and 
eſteem of the People, when he has laid aſide his Enſigns of 
Honour; and has nothing to attract the Reſpect and Admi- 
ration of others, but his own inherent Worth, and his paſt 
Services to the Publick, \ 

This Conſideration, I ſay, is of mighty uſe to thoſe who 
are in high Places, and publick Stations, and if conſtant- 
ly reflected on, would go a great way in helping them to diſ- 
charge their high Truſt wich Diſcretion, Vigilance and In- 
tegrity. and conſequently would gain them the Commenda- 
tion and Applauſe of all good Men, and fix a laſting Ho- 
nour upon their Perſons and their Families. 

But ſtill there is one thing more, neceſſary to finiſh the 
Character of a Righteous Magiſtrate, and endear him effe- 


— 


» Etually to the better and wiſer part of Mankind; and that is, 


a zealous Concern for the Honcur and Glory of God, a di- 
ligent Obſervance of the Duties of Religion in his own Per- 
ſon, and a careful Endeavour to promote the fame in others, 
by ſuppreſſing all ſuch licentious Practices and deſtructive 
Principles, as either ſubvert or blaſpheme the Truth of it. 
This is the moſt eminent inſtance of a Magiſtrate's Duty, 
and therefore ought to be his earneſt Study and conſtant Em- 
ployment, and then it will be the Glory and Ornament of his 
Office, and derive the Bleſſing of God upon all his other 
Endeavours for the publick good. MEX 
There are two forts of Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion, 
who being a Scandal upon our holy Profeſſion, and loudly 
call for the Magiſtrate's Power to ſtop the ſpreading laufecti- 
on, and aſſert the Cauſe of Piety and Virtue, Thoſe who 
hold the Faith in Unrighteouſneſs, and thoſe who by their 
wicked Principles ſubvert the Faith, and reject the wiſe Ap- 
pointments of God for our Salvation. | 
A 4 3 
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As to the former of theſe, were there nothing elſe to be 
conlider'd beſides the publick Peace, and preſent Welfare of 
the People, every Mapiſtrate ſure muſt be convinc'd of his 
Intereſt as well as Duty, to diſcountenance Vice and Immo- 
rality, and give al! poſſible Encouragement to Virtue and 
Goodneſs ; ſince a very negligent Obſerver of the Circun.- 
ſtances of human Life, and the natural tendency of Vice 
and Diſſoluteneſs of Manners, cannot but readily diſcern 
what Diſturbances it creates in the Civil State, and how de- 
ſtructive it is of Order and Government. 


But then if we likewiſe take GOD into the account, if 


the. Magiſtrate has any Concern for the Honour of his Laws, 
and the upholding his Authority in the World whoſe Miniſter 
he is, he will think himſelf indiſpenſably bound, and there- 
fore make it his earneſt Endeavour, to reſtrain the Exorbi- 
rances of Vice, to ſtop thoſe daring Inſults upon the Almighty, 
Sweating, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Lord's Day, and 
the like, and to inflict immediate Puniſhment upon ſuch 
harden'd Wretches, as ſhaw no Regard to the remoter Threat- 
ning of the other World, but are able to look Damnation in 
the Face, without Horror, without Fear, nay w.thout any 
Concern, or the leaſt Diſquiet of Mind. | 

Would all kind of Magiltrates in good earneſt ſet themſelves 
to rebuke Vice, and reprefs thoſe flaming Iniquities which 

our Land groans under, we might hope to ſee a better Face 
of things in the World, might expect to ſee Godlineſs and 
Virtue grow Faſhionable, and really advanc'd in common 
Practice, which is not fo diſcernible, as might be wiſh'd, 
from the private Attempts of, I hope, well meaning People, 
who have ſet their Hand ro this Wark, If Authority would 
ftrẽpuoufly exert it ſelf in the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue, 
3k would ſoon ſeatter away Evil, as the Scripture ſays, would) 
daſh Sin out of Countenance, and make it at leaſt retire into 
Corners, and afraid to ſhow it ſelf ſo openly as it does, in de- 
fiance of all Laws, both Divine and Humane. 


The Miniſters of Chriſt, 'tis true, are under a ſtrict Ob- 


liguton to do what in them lies for reforming the Manners 
of the People, 20 preach, and be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Sea ſon, 


\ 


/ 
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Seaſon, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long-ſuffer= 
ing and Dore, 2 Tim. iv. 2. But then I beg of you to 
conſider that the Miniſters Power reaches very little further at 
preſent than exhorting and perſuading them by all the mo- 
tives that the Goſpel offers; and would Men but ſeriouſly re- 
fle& upon, and act always agreeably to their beſt Intereſt, 
this would indeed be ſufficient to contain them in their Duty, 
or reclaim them from the Evil of their Ways; and I hope it 
has often this good Effect upon ſuch as are capable of Impref- 
fions of this kind, and not harden'd in their Sins : Bur when 
Men have ſinn'd paſt the Senſe of Shame, and wholly laid 
waſte their Conſciences, we mult needs be ſenſible that the 
kindeſt Perſuaſives and moſt ſerious Exhortations will be made 
matter of Jeſt and Merriment, Heaven and Hell expos'd or 
defy'd, and Damnation turn'd into Ridicule : And therefore 
in theſe Caſes, Religion does earneltly implore the Magi- 
ſtrate's Aſſiſtance, to vindicate the Honour of God, and make 


ſuch Miſcreants feel, that they fin againſt the common Per- 


ſuaſion and Intereſt of Mankind. 

e are told indeed by a late Author, which will bring me 

to the | 
Second fort of Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion we are 

told, I ſay, lately, That the Magiſtrates Buſineſs is only 

t do Religion no harm, i. e. | ſuppoſe, to ſuffer every 

one to proceed in their own way, to vent what wild Opinion 


they pleaſe, and pull down all eftabliſh'd Truths, that have 
been own'd and maintain'd thro all the Ages of Chriſtianity 


For if he means, ( as he cannot be ſuppoſed to do for his 
Own ſake) that it is the Magiſtrate's Duty to take care that 
Others do Religion no harm, *twould be to beſpeak a Cen- 
ſure upon himſelf, and invite the Magiſtrate to animadvert 


upon his own Performance: For what can do the Chriſtian 


Religion more harm (and 'tis That I hope, which the Ma- 
giſtrate is to protect) than to root up the Foundation of it, 
by exploding thoſe things that conſtitute the very Nature and 
Eſſence of it? , MEL 

That which diſtinguiſhes Chriſtianity from Natural Re- 
ligion, is, as I take it, the Redemption wrought out by 


Our 
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: (1) | 
our Saviour, the Inſtitution of a Miniſtry under Chrift our 
great High-Prieſt, and the Appointment of the two Sacra- 


ments: Theſe, I ſay, are the only things peculiar to Chri- 
ſtianity, and what Right is done to theſe in a Book, pre- 
tending to aſſert the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, may ea- 
fily be ſeen, by taking a ſhort view of what is ſaid upon 
theſe Heads, _ 

As to the firſt of theſe, our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 
He does not indeed in expreſs Words diſown it; but ſince he 
mentions no other Principle of Religion, as the Magiſtrate's 
Duty to uphold, and puniſh the denial of, beſides the Being 
of God, and bis Providence, the profeſſing or renouncing a 
Belief in Chriſt, as our Saviour and Mediator, (if his own 
Reaſoning may be allow'd to be juſt) muſt be left ts every 
-ore's private Diſcretion, and the Magiſtrate has no concern 


about it: But how it can be ſaid to be a Chriſtian Magiſtrates 


Duty, to puniſh Men for diſclaiming a Belief in God, and 
not for diſclaiming any. Beliet in our Saviour Chriſt, 1s, I 
confeſs, too hard for me to determine. | 
Again, Our Saviour upon his Appearing to his Diſciples 
after his Reſurrection, does Solemnly inſtate them in their 
Office of Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, ſaying, As my Father 
bath ſent Me, even ſo ſend I Du; And breathing on them, 
He faid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Whoſeſover Sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them ;, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, 


_ they are retained, St. Jobn xx. 21, 22, 23. Again, And 


Feſus came, and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power is given 
alto me in Heaven and in Earth. Go * therefore and Teach 
all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve 


. ell things whatſoever I bave commanded you; and lo, I am 


with ydu alway, even unto the end of the World, St. Matth. 


xxvin. 18, 19, 20. 


Here then was the Foundation of their Authority to Preach 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to ſet up his Kingdom in all the 
corners of the Earth: Accordingly, when they bad convert- 
ed numbers to tbe Faith, in different and diſtant parts, they 
Ordain'd Elders, to preſide over the Flock, to preſerve and 
| 5 uphold, 


| 


a (11) 


N uphold, as well as enlarge the Kingdom of our Saviour; to 


inculcate and enforce the Preceprs of the Goſpel, upon thoſe - 
who had before embracd it; to ſecure them againſt falſe 
Teachers and Corrupters of the Chriſtian Doctrine, (for 
ſuch there were very early in the Church) and keep them in 
the Unity of the Faith: which is a ſufficient Anſwer to that 
Sarcaſtical Queſtion of our Author, What Goſpel never known 
to the World are we to diſcover ? This Order of Men, as it 
was at firſt appointed by the Founder of our Religion to carry 
on the neceſſary Ends of his Inſtitution, ſo was it continued 
through all the Stages of the Chriſtian Church, and that by a 
Solemn Ordination, and Appointment to their Office, by the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery; and if St. Pauls 
Word be of any Authority, there is ſome degree of Reſpect 


due to them for Forks ſake. 


Whereas our Author not only reckons them as the loweſt 
of the People, and beſtows the vileſt Reproaches and moſt 
ignominious Character upon them, but does likewiſe difown 
the Eſtabliſhment and Neceſſity of the Order it ſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding our Saviour's telling them, that He would be with 
them alway, even to the End of the World. This new Scheme 
of Religion Teaches us, That every one à Prieſt for him- 
ſelf. That there is nothing in the Chriſtian Inſtitution, but 
what every one may do in bus own Perſon ;, and That the rea- 

ſon why ſome are ſet apart for the performance of Holy Offices, 
1 no ot ber than @ private Agreement of the Congregation, to 
depute One of their Number to Pray and Preach to them, \as 
they hire a Servant to do the more ſervile Buſineſs of Life. I 
ſhall only ſay to this, That it nearly concerns the Magiſtrates 
to look to it, from the higheſt to the loweſt : For, by the 
ſame kind of Reaſoning, (nor is the Author at all ſhy of de- 
claring his Mind to this purpoſe) They are no better than 
the Servants and Creatures of the People too. 

And if the Miniſters are made thus vile, it can't be expect- 
ed that the Sacraments, which it was always, till now, 
thought Their peculiar buſineſs to adminiſter, ſhould haye 
any great Regard paid to them: Accordingly we are told 
that the Conſecration of the Elements is no better than Conju- 

ration; 
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ration; That even «a Woman may adminiſter the Body and 


Blood of our Saviotr, with as much Effic 
rity," as one that calls bimſelf a Prieft, and that the making it 
& Myftery is no. other than Prieſtcraft and 4 Cheat. I leave 
it to Authority to judge whether ſomething of this does not 
intreneh upon the Af of Uniformity, and may not fairly be 
interpreted A Depraving the Book of Common-Prayer. 

However, what in God's name do theſe Men make of 
Chriftianity, and whither would they lead us? A little 
Warmth, I hope, is more than excuſable upon this Occaſion 
Do not theſe Outrages _ our Saviour Chriſt and his Reli- 
gion, deſerve the Magiftrate's Conſideration ? Can He think 
his own Authority ſecure and ſtable, when That of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour is thus deſpiſed and trampled on? Or can He, 
who ought not to bear the Sword in Vain, be eaſie and un- 
concern d at theſe bold Attacks of Chriſtianity ? No ſure, a 
good and righteous Magiſtrate will diſcountenance and ſtig- 
* matize at leaſt, if he cannot prevent or reſtrain ſuch daring 

Inſults upon the Goſpel of our Saviour, he will declare his 
own, Abhorrence of ſuch Impious Principles as ſubvert the 
Chriſtian Faith, and uſe- his utmeſt Endeavour to ſtop this 
Plague of Irreligion and Profaneneſs that is gone out among 
us. The Infection ſpreads, and is become well nigh Epide- 
. mical, and almoſt every Day affords freſh Inſtances of this 
Looſneſs of Principles and Religious Frenzy, as well as Cor- 
ruption of Manners. But I choſe to confine my ſelf to this 
ſingle Book, not only becauſe it contains the moſt pointed 
Malice againſt our Saviour and his Inſtitutions; but alſo be- 
. Cauſe of that too general Applauſe with which it is entertain'd 
by many among us, who read it with Delight, and recom- 
mend it with Earneſtneſs, and yet would perſuade the World, 
and perhaps Themſelves too. that they are no Enemies to 
Chriſtianity : And if upon this Occaſion I have been drawn 
into too great a length, I hope the Importance of the Subject 
will bear me out. I paſs on now tothe 


. Second Thing 1 propoſed, viz, . To ſhow what great 
Reaſon the People have to rejoice for the manifold Benefits 
N | - 0 cf 
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of ſach a Magiſtrate's Adminiſtration, as I have now de- 
: ; :bed | ö v 4 


| | feribed. y 
; And this, I believe, I need not ſpend much Time in the 
Proof of: For ſince human Nature is neceffarily pleaſed with 
receiving Offices of Kindneſs and Beneficence, ſince Men 
cannot chuſe bur be delighted with the Enjoyment of all thoſe 
good Things, which make their Lives eaſie, comfortable and 
f | happy, they muſt needs rejoice for ſuch a Magiſtrate's Admi- 
e | niftration, as makes it his earneſt Study and conſtant Endea- 
I vour to ſecure theſe Advantages to them. | 
- | - *Tis to this that we are indebted for that Peace, Order, 
« | and Regularity, for that Security of all our Civil Rights and 
Properties that we now happily enjoy: to this is, in a great 
, | meaſure, owing the Improvement of Arts and Sciences, the 
- | Cultivation of our Minds, and Regulation of our Manners : 
a | To this, next and immediately under God, is owing ths 
- | Blefling of having his true Religion profeſs'd among us; that 
g | we are Members of ſuch a Church, which for the Soundnefs 
is | of ns Doctrine, and the Decency of its Worſhip, makes the ] 
18 | nearreſt approaches to the primitive Pattern; And may the 
is | Care and Vigilance of the Magiſtrate always preſerve it, as 
g | a moſt invaluable Bleſſing to this Nation. 5 
2 We are, I confefs, too apt ſometimes to overlook theſe 
is | Common, tho Great Benefits of Government, which, like 
r- | deep Streams, are gently and ſilently diffus'd among us: and 
1s | were there, as I hope there is not, any occaſion for it, would 
d | be eaſie ſure to awaken us all to due Senſe of, and Thank-" 
e- | fulneſs for, the many Blefimgs we are poſſeſt of, by conſide- 
'd | ring either the Miſeries that areuſually attendant upon a wick- 
n- ed Magiſtrate's Adminiſtration ; or, which is worſe, the 
d, | dreadful-Conſequences ot no Government at all; the unſpeak- 
to able Calamities that do naturally enfue, when Men have 
vn | broke loofe from the Awe of Civil Juſtice, and are at full 
xt | liberty to ſatiate their Unruly Appetites, and commit all ima- 

ginable Outrages with Safety and Impunity. Were I to re- 

wind you of thoſe Afflictions which God, in his juſt Judg- 
eat ment, has ſometimes brought upon this Land; thoſe which 
fits ] Some of us have felt, and gll of us have heard of, This ſure, 
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ful Adminiſtration ; and make us exceedingly to rejoice, and 
be ſincerely thankful, that we are far remov'd from ſuch Ca- 
lamities, by the Rig bteous being in Authority. And this like- 
wiſe ſhould teach us which was the 

Third and laſt thing I promiſed, What Rerurns are juſtly 
due from us to a good and righteous Magiſtrate, by whoſe 
Care and Concern for the Publick Welfare, we enjoy theſe 
mighty Advantages. 

And firſt as to his Perſon; Thoſe Enſigns of Honour, thoſe 
external Marks of State and Dignity, that are always annex- 
ed to Magiſtracy, do ſilently teach us to pay that Regard 
and Reverence ro him, which his Elevation above us does 
' reaſonably call for; they teach us to approach him with Re- 


ſpect, and demean our ſelves towards him, in all occur- 


rences, With a Bahaviour ſuitable to the diſtance there is be- 
tween us. n | 

But moreover, we are not to look upon him as our Supe- 
rior only, but our Governor, as God's Vicegerent and Mi- 
wifter to ws for our good, and that it is through His wiſe and 
provident Diſpenſation, that all the Bleſſings of Life are con- 
vey d and ſecur'd to us, and This lays us under all thoſe Ob- 
ligations that reſult from the Nature of his Office, and that 
Relation we ſtand in to him. | | 
Does He, in all his Deſigns and Actions, purſue the Good 


oſ the Community, and poſtpone his own private Eaſe and 


Advantage to the Welfare of the Publick ? This ſhould reach 


Us, in our ſeveral Capacities and Relations, to promote the 


ſame Common Good; to bend all our Thoughts and De- 
ſigns to the Intereſt of the Whole, and not to bandy into 
Parties and Factions, and run into unreaſonable Hears and 
Diviſions for any particular By- end; but ſteadily to purſue 
the General ends ot Goverment, without Favour or Prejudice, 
Without reſpect to the Perſons of Men, or the particular Inte- 
reſts they may be ſubſervient to. 

Again, Is the Magiſtrate affable and courteous, eaſie to be 
approachd, and ready to be addrefs'd to? This _ 17 

| e 


/ 


©” were we Thoughtleſs or Ungrateſul, would rouze us into | 
da a lively ſenſe of the invaluable Bleſſings of a good and watch- 
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modeſty and gratitude ſhould incline us not to 
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ud give him any 
unneceſſary Trouble or Diſquiet, not to moleſt him with un- 
reaſonable and groundleſs Complaints; but to make the Bur- 
den of his Office fit as light upon him as poſlible, and give 
him any unneceſſary Trouble or Diſquiet, not to moleſt him 
with unreaſonable and groundleſs Complaints; but to make 
the Burden of his Office fic as light upon him as poſſible, and 
give him all imaginable encouragement to ſpend his Time 
and Pains in promoting our Welfare, and adyancing our Hap- 
pineſs. / 
F Laſtly, Is the Magiſtrate an eminent Example of Religion 
"and Piety in his own Perſon ? Surely We ſhould be hereby 
perſuaded to tread in the ſame Steps, ſhould be aſham'd, as 
well as afraid of Tranſgreſſing the Laws of God, which He 
is ſo careful an Obſerver of, and not ſtop the Current of Di- 
vine Favours by our own Ingratitude and Diſobedience, which 
otherwiſe might reaſonably be hop'd for, as the Reward of 
his Vertue and Goodneſs. Does He uſe his utmoſt Endea- 
your to diſcourage and ſuppreſs Vice and Wickedneſs > This 
certainly will teach Us to concur with his pious Endeavours, 
and do the utmoſt we are capable of in our ſeveral Stations to- 


| wards the perfecting this glorious Work, the reſtoring the 


Credit of Religion, and ſetting up the Kingdom of Chriſt in 
the Hearts and Lives of Men. Is He Careful and Diligent 
to diſcountenance and ſtigmatize the Patrons and Abetters of 
wicked Principles, ſuch as ſubvert the Faith, and evacuate 
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the gracious Deſign of the Goſpel ? Then ſurely we ſhould 
likewiſe contend earneſtly for the Faith, ſhould mark and 
avoid thoſe, who ſow the Seeds of Corruption and Infidelity, 
and not be beguild with inticing Words, and carried about 
with every wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men, and cun- 
ning Craftineſi, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, but ſhould 
hold faft the form of ſound Words our ſelves, in Love and Faith 
which # in Chriſt Feſus, and endeavour that Others alſo ma 

keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace: That all At- 
fectation of Novelty and Singularity, all Pride and over- 
weening Conceit of our ſelves xm, laid aſide, we may all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions among is, 
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to'govern, and protect, 200 be ee 5 gg 
And may we always ſtudy to deſerve their Protection, A 0 
rendeet our ſelves vothy of the belt Services they cam do us. 
- "May. this great and flouriſhing City abound in Goodneſs and 
"Virtue, as it does in Wealth and all the external Advantages 
01 Life. May we, amidft all our Toils and Scuffles for this 
World's Goods, have an eſpecial regard to the One things ne- 
 cefſary 8 
- we, both Magiſtrates and People, ſo behave our Clone 
In our ſeveral Stations, and employ the Talents that God 
- has committed to us ſo wiſely and fairhfully, as that when we 
- , cone to render an Account of our Doings at the laſt Day, we 
may every One of us have à comfortable and well- ee 
Hope of hearing that bleſſed Eulogy from our Ughreous 
- pubs, Well done t . and n en enter thou 
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